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7 Things You HAVE To Know Before Buying A Dog 
 
The American Kennel Club (AKC) recognizes over one hundred and fifty different breeds of dogs. With 
so many choices, there are many questions to ask yourself and your family before getting a dog. 
Knowing the answers to these will make it much easier to be sure you pick the right breed for your 
lifestyle and your family. Thousands of dogs each year end up in shelters because their owners were 
unprepared or unwilling to give them the time and energy needed. To prevent that from happening 
with the newest member of your family, choose carefully and know 
exactly what you want before getting your new pet. 
 
 
Why Do You Want a Dog? 
 
This may be one of the most important things to know before getting a 
dog. Knowing the reason that you've decided to go out and get a new 
pet will set the stage for every other question you need to answer before 
actually buying a dog. 
 
COMPANIONSHIP: 
 
Choosing a dog for companionship often means that you want a dog that 
will sit with you on the couch or one who will be there to greet you when 
you get home from work or school. A companion dog can be any shape or size, but choosing a dog 
solely as a companion can mean different things based on your lifestyle, which will be covered later. 
Getting a dog for companionship usually means the dog will live part of its life inside with the family as 
opposed to working dogs who may spend most of their time outside. 
 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES/TRAINING: 

 
If you are a very active person or family, you may want a dog to act as a 
companion as well as an exercise partner. Many breeds are very active and 
make great running partners. Dogs can also be chosen for participation in 
sports such as hunting, field trials, agility, obedience training, or other 
outdoor, active sports. There are many different types of outdoor activities 
that dogs can be trained to do and that can be enjoyed by the whole family.  
 
WORKING DOGS: 
 
Many people choose dogs because they are necessary for their way of life, 
from farmers to policemen to the federal government. Living on a farm, 
someone may choose a dog that is very protective in order to guard the 

property or else a dog that can be trained to herd livestock. A police officer may need a dog that can be 
trained in schutzhund (a training program for protection dogs as well as search and rescue and odor 
detection dogs). The federal government uses dogs as bomb-sniffers and drug-sniffers. They can also 
be used as sled dogs and rescue dogs. Dogs are also commonly used to help disabled people such as 
the blind and deaf as well as being used for therapy purposes.  

Norwich Terrier 

A hunter and his dog 
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AKC SHOWING and EXHIBITING:  
 
For some people, showing and training to participate in AKC shows and trials can be as important as 
having a dog for companionship. This category may be a less common reason for buying a dog; 
however, it may be more difficult to do because many breeders have strict rules for their purebred 
puppies such as spay and neuter contracts. 

 
 
How Will The Members Of Your Family React To A 
Dog? 
 
Sometimes, it can be too easy to assume that everyone in the 
family will be thrilled with the idea of getting a dog, but that isn't 
always the case and many dogs can end up in shelters because of 
this. A dog may seem like a good idea, but young children may 
not respond well or they may be allergic which creates a sad 

situation later on. There are some dogs, like the Poodle, that are considered to be hypo-allergenic that 
may be a good match instead. 
 
In order to gauge whether or not a dog is right for the whole family, test it out. Borrow a friend's dog 
for the day and see if it is a good fit for the family. If a child is older and may be more responsible, help 
them pet-sit for someone before getting their own dog. Learning the ins and outs of owning a dog 
before you actually do it can save a lot of trouble later on. 
 
 
How Much Time Can You Dedicate To A Dog? 
 
Time management is a difficult thing in most people's normal lives, but adding a dog to it can 
sometimes be more than one can handle. Dogs take time in order to raise them right and teach them 
all the important skills needed to live happily with the family. 
 
TRAINING: 
 
Training a dog may take up the majority of the time spent with them. It begins at a young age with 
potty training and continues on into obedience training, and 
for some dogs, it can extend into much more advanced 
training for sports or working activities. Being consistent is 
one of the most important things when training a dog. This 
means that it may take several tries to teach your dog 
something. It may take a long time and you have to be willing 
to spend the time or else the dog may develop bad habits 
that can't be reversed. When people don't take the time to 
train their dogs, the dogs can be unruly and it can result in 
owners giving up the dog. 
 
 

English Bulldog puppy 

The Shetland Sheepdog (Sheltie) trains 
very easily and is a great family dog 
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Some breeds 
are restricted 

from 
apartment 
living. 

SOCIALIZATION:  
 
Dogs are social creatures and love to be around people, and they need to be around people and other 
dogs in order to learn good manners. Dogs have emotions the same as people and can become sad and 
reckless if they are not given enough attention. Without proper socialization, dogs can become 
aggressive toward other people or dogs, so it's very important to take the time to introduce them to 
new and different things, especially while they are young. 
 
AGE: 
 
Some dogs can live a very long time, up to twenty years, and you have to be sure you are prepared to 
put in that much time and commitment for this pet. A dog isn't like a fish. It needs love and it can stick 
around for many years. You must be prepared that your dog may live for fifteen years and be ready to 
care for them as long. 
 
 
Where Do You Live? 
 
Something you have to know before getting a dog is what kind of 
environment is available to you. This will help determine what breed of 
dog may be right for your family. 
 
HOUSE VS APARTMENT: 
 
In an apartment, oftentimes, leasing offices have strict rules about dogs, from size maximums to breed 
restrictions. If you live in an apartment, you have to consider the size and energy level of the dog as 
well as how much time you'll be willing to make to take the dog out for walks. Some breeds are 
restricted from apartment living such as Pit Bulls and other large breeds. Dogs that bark constantly may 
not be a good choice as you don’t want to annoy your neighbor. 
 

In a house, there may be more freedom with size of a dog, but there 
are other things to consider such as if you live in the city or the 
country. In the city, there may be rules such as noise ordinances, and 
a dog that barks constantly may not be the best choice. Also consider 
the area available to the dog such as a fenced backyard or if daily 
walks will be necessary. In the country, you may have complete 
freedom to choose a dog, but then you may take into consideration 
your reason for getting a dog. Country living may be better for 
heartier dogs that may not need as much human interaction 
depending on what you plan on using the dog for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the most popular breed in the 
US, the Golden Retriever is considered 
friendly as well as easy to train. They 
are very eager to please! 
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How Energetic Is Your Family? 
 
The energy-level of a dog can range from completely lazy and content to sit around all day to a dog 
that never sits still. You have to know what level of energy your family is and that will help figure out 
the breed that is right for you. 
 
HIGH-ENERGY:  
 
Some dogs are extremely high energy, constantly moving and wanting to play. These dogs can be ideal 
for training or working, but for a family who prefers to watch movies rather than go out on the lake, 
they may not be the best choice. Dogs such as Border Collies, Australian Shepherds, and Labrador 
Retrievers are commonly very high-energy dogs. With high-energy breeds, it can be especially 
important to train them in obedience as they can bore easily and when energetic dogs get bored, they 

often resort to destruction to fulfill their needs.  
 
LOW-ENERGY: 
 
Low-energy dogs are often content to laze around and sleep, much like a cat. 
They are best for the slow-moving family who prefers indoors to out. They can 
be very laid back, although sometimes very stubborn and difficult to train. They 
may need more motivation, such as treats, to learn tricks or obedience. Low-
energy dogs may have a tendency to be overweight, however, so keep an eye 
out. 
 

 
SIZE: 
 
The size of a dog is not always directly proportional to its energy level. A smaller dog may not be laid 
back and a big dog may not be very high-energy. It all depends on the breed. Some small breeds, such 
as the French Bulldog, are very content to sit around and be plied with attention, but breeds such as 
the Mastiff, a dog four times the size of the French Bulldog, is just as prone to lying around, though 
he'll likely take up the whole couch. 
 
When deciding on a size of breed for your dog, it's important to take the energy level into 
consideration as well. Many high-energy breeds tend to be medium-sized or small while low-energy or 
medium-energy breeds can vary from small to large. 
Every dog also has a distinct personality that may not be 
related to size at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

French Bulldog 

Mastiffs come in several different 
varieties including the Bull Mastiff, the 

English Mastiff, Cane Corso, and Tibetan 
Mastiff among others. They are 

generally very large and strong but have 
sweet personalities to go along with 

their massive size. 
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Boxers have short, easy to clean coats 

How Much Time Do You Want To Spend Grooming? 
 
When buying a dog, you have to know how much time you want to spend grooming it. Dogs' coats vary 
from short and easily cleaned to medium-length to long and thick or long and silky. Every breed is 
different and you need to know your commitment to keeping your dog clean. Dogs have what is either 
a double coat, with a short undercoat and a thick outer coat, or a single coat, which is only one layer. 
 

LONG HAIR: 
 
Long-haired dogs often take the most work and many need to be brushed at 
least once a week. These dogs may shed a lot, either a few times a year or 
throughout the entire year. Many long-haired breeds are double-coated, such 
as Siberian Huskies, Samoyed, or Great Pyrenees. These dogs require heavy 
grooming to keep their coats unmatted and to help them shed out. Other long-
haired dogs only have a single coat, such as the Afghan Hound and Yorkshire 
Terrier. These dogs have long, silky coats that can tangle easily and must be 
maintained as well. Many people with these single-coated breeds keep them in 
a short "puppy clip" to make grooming easier. Double-coated breeds should 
never be clipped as the two coats keep the dogs warm in the winter and cool in 

the summer. 
 
SHORT HAIR: 
 
Short-haired dogs are generally agreed to be much easier to 
keep groomed. They may require very little brushing and only 
needs baths when they get dirty. They do, however, still shed 
like all dogs and it may be more annoying as it can get all over 
the house. Short-haired dogs also have double coats such as 
the Labrador Retriever or many terriers. These double coats 
may be used to keep the dog warm when swimming or 
working outdoors. Other short-haired breeds have only single coats, such as Boxers or Dobermans 
which can make grooming very easy. 
 
 
How Much Money Do You Have to Spend On A Dog? 
 
The cost of a dog goes way beyond the cost of actually purchasing an animal. There are many things to 

consider when getting a dog. Often, people don't think of the total 
cost since it can build up over time and surprise them. 
 
VET BILLS: 
 
Taking your dog to the veterinarian is an important part of dog 
ownership. Dogs needs regular shots as well as being spayed or 
neutered to prevent any unwanted puppies. If your dog becomes  

Siberian Husky 

The vet checks the dog for sickness 
or injuries and gives regular shot 
updates to keep them healthy. 
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sick, you may have to take it to the vet and pay for medicine. Keeping your dog free of fleas and ticks 
can be another expense added at the vet's office.  
 
ACCESSORIES: 
 
When you buy a dog, you also need to buy many accessories that go along with it such as toys, food 
bowls, a kennel for training or sleeping, leashes, treats, collars, and anything else that suits your fancy. 
Some small breed owners enjoy buying outfits for their dogs. Dog food will also be a major expense as 
not all dog food is created equal and you may have to pay more for a better quality. 
 
TRAINING: 
 
Training your dog can be done on your own time; however, if you are 
new to having a dog, you may want to sign up for obedience training 
classes. Agility classes may also be available as a fun activity to do with 
your dog. 
 
BOARDING and GROOMING: 
 
When you go on vacation, you may need to leave your dog behind. There 
are many boarding facilities or programs available to the pet owner, but 
it is a cost to consider. Some facilities also offer grooming, or if you have 
a breed that requires regular grooming, you may choose to take it to a 
groomer. The cost may vary depending on the size and breed of your 
dog.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many things you HAVE to know before getting a dog, but most of all, you have to know that 
you are willing to take a dog into your home as one of your family and be willing to deal with 
everything that goes along with it, from hair flying up your nose to trying to teach your dog to sit for 
the tenth time. Doing research beforehand can save a lot of time and trouble in the long run and 
create a better environment to introduce a dog into your family! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You have to know that 
you are willing to take 
a dog into your home 
as one of your family. 
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